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THE  TREATY. 

In  the  Ust  Examiner  we  had  the  ratUfaction 
to  give  the  definitive  treaty  between  France  and 
the  powers  lately  at  war  with  her.  It  will  be  found 
in  perfect  conformity  to  the  declarations  of  the  al¬ 
lied  sovereigns  previous  to  their  passing  theRhine, 
and  worthy  of  the  magnanimity  of  those  who  have 
made  such  astonishing  exertions  to  restore  Eu¬ 
rope  to  paMe  and  order.  They  have  indeed  kept 
the  word  of  promise,  not  only  to  the  ear,  but  to 
the  hope;  they  have  given  to  France,  an  extent  of 
European  territory,  such  as  under  any  of  her  for¬ 
mer  kings  she  never  knew.  This  is  a  gl'iruiiis  ter¬ 
mination  of  successes,  which,  at  their  commence¬ 
ment,  called  from  Christian  mono  rchs  expressions 
of  thankfulness  to  the  Deity,  such  as  the  heart  of 
a  jacobin  could  never  have  dictated.  This 
moderation  of  the  allies,  even  in  the  (lush  of  con¬ 
quest,  this  practical  illustration  of  the  doctrine 
of  doing  good  for  evil,  will  in  all  likelihood  meet 
its  reward,  it  promiiies  to  secure  a  long  repose  to 
exhausted  Europe,  unless,  unfortunately  for 
mankind,  the  same  disordered  spirit,  which  has 
misled  and  convulsed  her  for  so  many  years  past, 
should  regain  its  baleful  ascendency. 

The  treaty  manifests  throughout  the  spirit  of 
good  will,  it  so  happily  expresses,  and  the  sin¬ 
cere  wish  of  its  framers,  that  its  stipulations  shall 
carry  the  guarantee  for  its  duration.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  the  contracting  parties  miming 
their  territorial  lines  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  disputes  between  their  frontier  inhabitants, 
and  render  them  reciprocally  more  secure.  They 
also  take  good  care  that  the  naval  resources  of 
the  United  Netherlands  shall  in  no  event  be  added 
to  those  of  Great  Britain,  by  declaring  that  the  so¬ 
vereignty  of  Holland  shall  never  be  connected 
With  a  foreign  crown,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
preserve  a  powerful  marine  to  Prance,  by  re- 
Mrving  to  her  two  thirds  of  the  vessels  of 
war,  naval  artillery  and  ammunition,  at  the 
places  she  restores :  in  these  two  last  provisions, 
and  that  for  preserving  the  French  fisheries,  we 
discern  little  evidence  of  want  of  moderation  on 
the  part  of  the  British ;  on  the  contrary  they  af¬ 


ford  tome  small  ground  to  hope  that  we  too  may 
be  fortunate  enough  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  her 
upon  terms  not  inconsistent  with  eiir  honour.  In 
fact,  when  we  consider  how  unwilling  the  Eng¬ 
lish  have  always  been,  to  suffer  any  other  power 
to  share  in  the  advantages  of  this  part  of  their 
trade,  wC  must  own,  enemies  as  they  are,  tliai  the 
confirmation  of  the  French  rights  to  the  Beaks 
denotes  a  temper  but  little  alarming  to  our  ow'n 
claiiti.s.  Our  readers  may  recollect  that  in  the 
year  1762,  Great  Britain  came  out  of  the  most 
successful  war  she  had  ever  prosecuted,  the  oppo¬ 
sition  in  that  country  was  then  quite  clamoroiu 
because  France  was  allowed  to  retain  any  part  of 
her  great  nursery  for  seamen.  The  ministry 
however  contented  themselves  with  contracting 
their  rival’s  sphere  of  operation.  France  submit¬ 
ted,  because  she  was  unable  to  do  otherwise  ; 
but  in  the  year  1733,  when  the  tables  were 
turned,  she  demanded,  and  received  an  extension 
of  her  fishing  rights  from  her  old  rival,  then 
humiliated  by  the  war  of  our  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  is  this  extended  righl,  for¬ 
merly  wrung  from  Great  Britain  by  disaster, 
that  she  note  confirms  to  France  from  a  spirit  of 
good  w'ill;  this  looks  well,  it  is  honourable  to  her. 
Rut  Britain  is  to  retain  the  Isle  of  France  and  its 
dependencies,  with  Tobago  and  St.  Lucia — true ; 
yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that  similar  cessio  s  of 
the  \Yest  India  possessions,  have  been  made  by 
England  to  France,  and  by  France  to  England, 
at  the  conclusion  of  every  war  for  more  than  hal£ 
a  century  past,  and  that  France  receives  as  well 
as  gives  up  ;  besides,  Britain  has  old  claims  to  9t. 
Lucia  and  Tobago,  and  the  latter,  writh  Domi¬ 
nica,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  Grenades'  was  ceded 
to  her  by  the  peace  of  1763.  In  truth  the  en¬ 
tire  body  of  the  pacification  sfaowrs  that  the  allies 
were  really  actuated  by  a  spirit  which  neither 
republican  nor  imperial  France  ever  possessed. 
They  waged  war  to  insure  peace. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  CHIPPEWA. 
Extraet  qf  a  letter  from  Gin.  Bronm,  qf  the 
nth  instant,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

“  The  enclosed  reports  were  m  ide  by  order. 
I  desii-ed  that  the  distingui-hed  gallantry  of 
tlie  corps,  and  the  individuals  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  the  5th,  should  be  well  understood 
by  you  and  the  nation.  I  have  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  more  regular  troops  ea- 
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saifM)  in  this  action  tiian  we  bad,  and  that  his 
loss  exceeds  AX)  men. 

I  teei  mjseif  under  great  obiigations  to 
'  Capt.  Kennedy,  of  the  navy,  for  his  prompt 
attention  to  iny  coininiinications.  He  has  af* 
forded,  and  is  disposed  to  afford  me,  ail  the 
assislanee  that  i.s  in  his  power  to  render.” 

Ql'EEKSTOWN,  V.  C.  JCLT  15th,1814. 

Sib — B  the  g-  neral  order  of  the  1.3th  inst. 
a  mt'tho'iirai  .ind  detailixi  report  is  called  for, 
desi 'nating  the  names  of  such  persons,  whether 
commissioned  officers  or  others,  who,  in  the 
action  of  the  Ath.  contributed  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  the  successful  result  of  that  day. 

I  am  not  ask3d  for  an  account  of  the  dispo¬ 
sitions  made  of  the  troops  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  during  the  action:  I  will,  therefore, 
confine  myself  strictly  to  the  general  order. 

s<>rere  action  has  been  fought,  and  a  sig¬ 
nal  victory  gained.  The  general  order  of  the 
6tli  inst.  attributes  that  victory  to  the  1st. 
brigade  of  infantry,  and  Capt.  Towson’s  com¬ 
pany  of  artillery  under  my  command.  It  was 
believed  at  the  time,  and  has  since  been  clear¬ 
ly  ascertained,  that  of  the  forces  engaged,  the 
enemy  were  greatly  superior  in  numliers. 
Under  such  cireumstances,  victory  could  not 
have  been  obtained,  without  a  very  general 
participation  of  all  ranks  and  grades  in  the 
event. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  assured  by 
every  comin  iiiding  officer,  (which  is  confirm¬ 
ed  by  my  own  pers  >nal  observation)  that  eve¬ 
ry  man.  and  of  every  grade  in  the  action, 
evinced  an  ability  to  meet  even  a  greater 
sho.-'k  than  that  encountered,  with  like  suc¬ 
cess. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  was  most  con¬ 
spicuous  in  the  very  crisis  of  the  action.  Con¬ 
duct  universally  good,  leaves  but  little  room 
for  discrimination.  Accordingly,  but  few 
names  are  reported  to  me  by  the  several  com¬ 
mandants  of  battalion,  as  entitled  to  a  select 
mention,  fin  respect  to  their  gallant  com¬ 
rades)  ana  those  cases  are  noticed  principal¬ 
ly  from  accidental  circumstances  of  good  or 
bat  fortune.  As  in  the  instance  of  Captain 
Ketclinm.  of  the  25th  infantry,  whose  good 
fortune  it  was  to  lie  detached  with  his  com¬ 
pany,  by  order  of  .Major  Jessup,  to  attack  a 
much  superior  force,  whilst  the  battalion  was 
engag'  d  with  another  body  of  the  enemy- 
Capt.  Ketchiira  gallantly  sustained  himself  in 
the  execution  of  his  orders,  till  the  battalion 
had  cleared  its  own  front,  iu  order  to  march 
to  his  support. 

The  good  conduct  of  Captain  Ilarrisotk  com- 
ra  iiided  by  .Major  Leavenworth,  and  observ- 
e<l  by  myself,  was  of  another  kind.  A  can¬ 
non  ball  scattered  and  carried  away  a  part  of 
his  I  'g.  The  Captain  preserved  a  perfect  se¬ 
renity,  under  the  tortures  of  his  wound,  and 
utterly  refused  any  assistance  from  the  ranks, 
until  the  enemy  should  be  beaten.  So  glo- 
nn-ts  a  dispi.ay  of  fortitude  had  the  happiest 
rUeet. 


Of  the  three  battalions  of  infantry  compos¬ 
ing  the  1st  brigade,  the  first  consisted  of  th<t 
9tli  and  a  detachment  of  the  22d  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Leavenworth. 
The  2d  battalion,  (or  the  11th  regiment)  was 
gallantly  conducted  towards  its  place,  in  the 
order  of  battle,  by  Colonel  Campbell,  wlio 
being  early  wounded,  was  succeedexi  by  Ma¬ 
jor  M‘Xeil.  Major  Jessup  eoinmanded  the 
2.5th  regiment,  or  the  remaining  battalion  of 
the  brigade.  Of  these  three  excellent  offi¬ 
cers,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  which  was 
the  most  meritorious,  or  most  conspicuously 
engaged.  The  25th  regiment  having  been  de¬ 
tached  to  my  left,  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right 
wing,  which  rested  in  a  wood.  Major  Jessup 
was  less  under  my  personal  observation  than 
the  other  commanders ;  but  I  had  every  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  able  dispositions  he  m.ade  of  his 
corps,  as  well  by  the  report  of  my  aids,  as  by 
the  cflTect  be  produced  on  that  part  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  immediately  opposite  to  him ; 
and  which  contributed  very  much  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  success  of  the  day.  Major  Jessup  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him. 

The  other  two  battalions,  with  an  enlarged 
interval  between  them,  received  the  enemy 
in  ojieii  plain — that  under  Major  Leaven- 
wortii,  parallel  to  the  attack — that  under 
.Major  M’Neil,  with  its  lelt  wing  thrown  for¬ 
ward  to  take  the  enemy  in  front,  and  flank  at 
the  same  time.  Captain  Towson,  who  com¬ 
menced  the  fire  before  the  troops  were  in  the 
order  of  battle,  immediately  afterwards  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  front  of  the  extreme  right, 
with  three  pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  took 
post  on  the  river.  Majors  Leavenworth  and 
.M’Neil  made  prompt  dispositions  to  receive 
the  charge.  The  fire  of  these  corps,  (includ¬ 
ing  the  artillery,)  produced  a  prodigious  ef¬ 
fect  in  the  enemy’s  ranks.  'That  of  Major 
.M’IVcil  was  the  most  effective,  from  the  ob-* 
liqne  position  which  his  corps  judiciously  oc¬ 
cupied.  The  enemy’s  batteries  were  also 
admirably  served ;  to  the  fire  of  which  all  the 
corps  were  exposed — that  of  Major  Leaven¬ 
worth  more  particularly.  This  cannonade, 
however,  did  not  prevent  the  latter  from  pre¬ 
serving  liis  corps  in  tlie  most  excellent  order, 
at  ail  times  prepared  to  advance  or  to  fire,  to 
give,  or  to  receive,  tkc  charge. 

Captain  Towson  finally  silenced  the  ene¬ 
my’s  most  effective  battery,  by  blowing  up 
an  ammunition- wagon,  which  produced  great 
coniiidon.  Turning  next  a  heavy  discharge 
of  canni.sler  on  the  enemy’s  infantry,  now 
nearly  in  contact  with  our  line,  advancing  to 
Ihe  charge — the  enemy  could  not  long  sustain 
this  accumulation  of  lire — he  broke,  and  fled 
to  his  strong  works  behind  the  Chippewa.  All 
the  corps  pursued  with  promptitude. 

To  mention  them  in  the  order  of  their  rank, 

(I  know  of  no  other  in  this  case,)  Majors  Jes¬ 
sup,  Leavenworth,  and  M’Xeil,  and  Captain 
Towson,  deserve,  iu  luy  humble  opinion,  ever) 
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thing  which  conxpicuous  skill  and  gallantry  was  the  conduct  of  Captain  Crooker  and  his 
can  win  from  a  grateful  country.  company. 

I  cannot  close  this  acco<int  of  meritorious  I  am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
conduct,  without  mentioning  the  great  sei"-  servant,  VV.  SCOTT, 

vices  rendered  me  by  those  two  gallant  young  General  1st  briieade. 

soldiers,  Lieuts.  Worth  and  Watts,  my  aids.  €.  K.  Gardner,  Adjutant  General. 

There  was  no  danger  they  did  not  cheer-  Queexstowv  ITeiohts.  July  16th.  1814. 
fully  encounter,  in  communicating  my  orders;  — |u  pursuance  of  your  instruciions  to 

and  hy  their  zeal  and  intrepidity,  won  the  ad-  me,  to  move  round  Fort  George,  interrupt 
miration,  as  thej  had  before  the  esteem,  of  the  enemy’s  communications  with  the  coun- 
the  whole  brigade.  They  both  rendered  es-  try, 'and  reconnoitre  his  works,  I  marched  y es¬ 
sential  service  at  critical  moments,  by  assist-  terday  morni  g  at  reveillee,  accompanied  by 
ing  tlie  commandants  of  corps  in  forming  the  that  excellent  officer  .Major  Wood  of  the  cn- 
troops,  under  circumstances  which  precluded  prm0ei.„,  with  the  whole  of  my  brigade,  and 
the  voice  from  being  heard.  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captain  Ritchie, 

This  conduct  has  been  handsomely  acknow-  qj*  the  regular  armv,  bv  the  way  of  St.  I)a- 
ledged  by  the  olBcers  of  the  line,  who  have  vid’s  and  the  Cross’  Roads  to  l  ake  Ontario, 
joined  in  requesting,  that  it  might  be  particu-  where  we  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
lar^  noticed.  ...  northern  face  of  Forts  Royal  and  Niagai’a, 

My  brigade  major,  Lieut.  Smith,  rendered  about  two  miles  distant.  From  the  lake  I 
me  every  assistance  which  his  accidental  si-  returned  to  the  Cross  Roads,  moved  in  upon 
tuation  on  foot  permitted  :  he  is  entitled  to  pQrt  George,  drove  the  enemy’s  piqiiets,  and 
my  thanks.  ^  formed  the  brigade  up-in  the  plains,  in  full 

During  the  action.  Major  Wood,  of  the  en-  view  and  within  a  mile  of  the  fort.  I.ieu- 
gineers,  and  Captain  Harris  of  the  dragoons,  'tenant  Colonel  Wiicncks  with  his  command, 
whose  troops  could  not  act,  came  up,  and  very  I  Captains  Hull,  Harding  and  Freeman,  with 
handsomely  tendered  their  services.  The  lat-  !  their  companies  of  \ew-Vork  volunteers,  and 
ter  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  I  Captain  Flemming,  with  part  of  our  Indian 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  take  this  oppor- 1  warriors,  advanced  under  cover  of  a  tuft  of 
tunity  to  mention  the  ca.se  of  Captain  Croo-  |  woods,  within  musket  shot  of  the  fort,  and 
ker,  of  the  9th  regiment  of  infantry,  in  the !  afforded  Major  Wood  a  fair  opportunity  to 
affair  of  the  4th  of  July,  on  the  same  ground  j  examine  the  works. 

on  which  the  action  of  the  .5th  was  fought.  After  remaining  an  hour  and  a  half,  and 
I  have  already  bad  the  honour  to  mention  having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  expe- 
this  case  verbally  to  the  commanding  gene-  dition,  I  returned  slowly  around  the  south  side 
ral.  of  Fort  George,  and  joined  General  Ripley  on 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  individual  more  par-  the  Niasara,  and  with  hi-^  brigade  returned  to 
ticniarly  concerned,  that  his  conduct  should  camp  at  nine  in  the  evening, 
be  formally  noticed.  The  enemy  fired  but  a  few  shots  from  his 

My  brigade  constituted  the  advance  of  the  batteries,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
army.  In  descending  on  the  left  bank  of  the  three  small  parties  that  were  sent  out  and 
Niagara,  from  Fort  Erie,  we  meet  an  advan-  immediately  drivm  back  by  our  light  trmips, 
ced  corps  of  the  enemy  at  Black  Creek,  kept  close  within  his  works,  until  we  were 
Itrongly  posted  behind  that  stream.  Captain  retiring,  when  several  pieces  of  artillery  were 
Towson,  who  was  with  the  advance,  obliged  sent  out  of  the  fort,  and  a  brisk  fire  eoin- 
the  enemy  to  fall  back,  who,  on  retreating,  menred  in  our  rear. 

took  up  the  bridge  over  the  creek.  Captain  We  lost  not  a  man  killed,  and  but  two 
Crooker,  who  flanked  out  to  the  left  of  our  (both  of  Colonel  Swift’s  regiment)  woun  led. 
march,  had  crossed  this  stream  some  distance  Lieutenant  Fontaine  of  the  artillery,  and  one 
above  the  bridge,  and  was  pursuing  the  ene-  of  Captain  Boughton’s  officers,  had  their  horses 
my,  just  as  the  licsul  of  the  brigade  column  killed  under  them  by  cannon  shot, 
arrived  at  the  bridge,  which  could  not  be  But  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  five  men  of 
passed  until  the  pioneers  had  replaced  the  Captain  Boiigbton’s  fine  company  of  New- 
boards  which  the  enemy  had  hastily  reinoveil.  York  cavalry,  made  prisoners.  They  are  the 
Whilst  this  operation  was  going  on.  Captain  victims  of  your  own  generous  policy  of  suffer- 
Crooker,  immediately  within  iny  view,  was  ing  the  inhabitants  who  profess  neutrality  to 
suddenly  enveloped  by  a  troop  of  the  19th  remain  undisturbed.  The  safety  of  iny  bri- 
light  dragoons,  composing  a  part  of  the  ene-  gade  required  me  to  place  videttes  at  the 
roy’g  roar  guard.  He  fought  his  way  to  a  several  roads  leading  from  Fort  George  and 
house,  then  near  to  him.  turned  ii;  on  the  dra-  rrossing  my  line  of  march  at  right  angles, 
goons  and  put  them  to  flight.  Captains  Hull  Five  of  them  were  surprised  and  taken  by  a 
and  Harris,  and  Lieut.  Randolph,  with  a  small  party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  militia,  who  livr>d 
party,  were  at  the  same  time  marching  to  the  on  the  road,  but  who  had  secreted  themselves 
support  of  Captain  Crooker,  and  an  ived  just  in  the  woods  on  our  approach,  aud  were  ad- 
,as  the  enemy  took  to  flight.  1  have  witness-  vised  of  all  our  movements  and  positions  by 
ed  nothing  more  gallant  in  partisan  war,  than  the  women  wJio  were  throngiog  around  ut  en 
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our  march.  Some  of  these  men  I  am  inform¬ 
ed  I  ave  been  in  our  camp  professing  friend¬ 
ship. 

•  The  conduct  of  evet'j  part  of  mjr  command 
was  such  a.«  not  only  to  meet  my  approbation, 
but.  considering  tlie  description  of  force,  to 
excite  my  highest  admiration.  They  perfor¬ 
med  a  march  of  30  miles,  drove  in  the  ene¬ 
my's  piquets,  lay  for  some  time  under  his  bat¬ 
teries,  retired  in  good  order,  and  in  every 
movement  and  labour  of  the  day  exhibited 
examples  of  order,  fortitude  and  gallantry, 
which  would  have  been  honourable  to  the 
oldest  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  B,  PORTER, 

Brig.  Gen.  Com'g.  Volunteers. 
Major  General  Jacob  Brown,  ) 
com’g.  2d  division  U.  S.  Army.  \ 

Agreeably  to  general  orders,  I  transmit  the 
following  report : 

At  tl'c  commencement  of  the  action  of  the 
5tl  July,  (  attain  Towns#  nd’s  coiii|>any  of  ar- 
ti'lfry  with  the  lirst  brigade  was  solely  enga¬ 
ged  with  the  cnriiiy ;  he  maintained  his  posi¬ 
tion  oil  the  right  and  ko|it  up  a  .spirited  and 
de^t.'uctive  tire  during  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  Amidst  the  hre  and  charge  of  the 
eiiciiiy,  the  captain  and  his  siibaltcrus,  Licu- 
tciiautsCaniplHdl  and  8chinuck,  and  lieutenant 
Raiidolph,  of  the  infantry',  cominandiiig  the 
reserve  of  the  artillery,  behaved  with  the 
greatest  gallantry ;  and  I  am  proud  to  say, 
tended  greatly  to  check  the  iinjictuosity  of 
tl:c  enemy. 

At  an  ( ai  !y  part  of  the  battle,  the  captain's 
piece  was  thrown  out  of  the  action  by  a  24 
potiinl  shot  tiuni  the  enemy  ;  yet  his  zeal  and 
exertions  were  given  with  his  charaetcristic 
spirit  to  the  remaining  pieces,  ard  he  reports 
liaiKisomeiy  of  the  conduct  and  services  of 
his  ollkei's,  i)on-comniissioucd  ofikers,  and 
men. 

Aliont  the  time  the  enemy  commenced 
their  charge,  and  at  the  moment  they  broke. 
Captain  Ritchie's  company  of  artillery,  and 
one  piece  (a  12  [louiider)  of  Captain  Biddle's 
company  of  artillery  tnidcr  Lieutenant  Hall, 
partici|>ated  in  the  action.  The  captains,  of¬ 
ficers,  nou-coinniissioned  cfliceis,  and  men, 
cordiicted  themselves  as  brave  and  faithful 
soldiers,  and  the  whole  artillery  then  on  the 
field  pursued,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  with  rapidity  and  saw  them  precipi¬ 
tate  themselves  within  their  works.  At  this 
period  of  the  action,  two  18  pounders  under 
Ca|.iaiji  Williams,  and  the  remainder  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Biddle’s  su-iillcry  were  brought  upon  the 
field,  blit  those  offxers  reluctantly  quit  the 
ground  without  being  perniittcd  to  open  bat- 
teo"  upi>n  the  cm  luy's  works. 

To  particularize,  if  all  had  been  engaged 
from  f  rst  to  last,  would  be  invidious,  but,  in 
this  ca-e,  <  aptain  1  owson  and  company  dc- 
sei  VC  part  iciiiar  mention.  The  captain,  be¬ 
ing  so  fortunate  as  to  be  ordered  iu  advance 


with  bis  company  of  artillery,  only,  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  bis  gallantry  and  dis. 
tingnishing  himself,  officers,  and  soldiers, 
above  others. 

With  due  respect,  yours,  fco. 

J.  HhVD.MAN 
Afaj.  Com.  BuU.  ArtUkry. 

C.  K.  Gardner,  Adjutant  General. 


From  the  National  Intellisraicer. 

Washington,  July  28,  1814. 
Messrs.  OaUs  &  Sealon, 

Gentlemen — I  have  read  in  your  Ga¬ 
zette  of  the  19th  of  April,  an  editorial  pa¬ 
ragraph  attached  to  my  report  of  the  affair 
at  La  Cole  Mill,  made  on  the  31  tt  of 
March,  to  the  lion.  John  Armstrong,  se¬ 
cretary  of  war;  which  was  obviously  de- 
signetl  to  implicate  my  veracity,  to  tarnish 
my  honour,  to  excite  popular  otliuni 
against  me,  and  prepare  (he  public  mind 
fur  the  favourable  rec('|)tion  of  the  lientm- 
ciations  which  were  soon  to  follow. 

Tlie  offensive  paragraph  alluded  to,  to 
which  I  have  just  cause  of  exception, 
clothed  as  it  was  in  an  almost  official  garb, 
is  couched  iu  the  following  language : 

“  We  are  aiithori/cd  to  slate,  that  General 
Wilkinson's  late  inovrnient  was  not  pursuant 
to  the  views  of  the  war  dcpartiiirnt :  those 
views,  (or  orders)  aiidscd  him  to  seise  and  hold 
a  given  ’position  on  hake  Champlain,  and  ad~ 
mmuiked  him  against  an  imnrsion  into  Cana^ 
da."  •  ' 

The  peculiarity  of  my  siiualion,  aiul 
my  repugnance  to  obtrude  my  personal 
concerns  on  the  public  attenliou,  adiled  to 
my  i.uiitinucd  ill  health,  have  induced  me 
hitherto  to  treat  this  aspersion  with  si- 
Icm  c;  and  now,  when  the  prosjiect  of  an 
opportunity  to  vindicate  my  character  and 
conduct  is  very  distant,  1  yield  to  the  so¬ 
licitations  of  many  respectable  friends, 
and  address  this  note  toyouforpublicalion, 
together  with  the  papers  which  accompa¬ 
ny  it.  These  documents  numbered  from 
1  to  10  will,  1  trust,  explain  satisfactorily 
tlie  following  points,  viz. 

Ist.  What  were  the  views  of  the  “  wv 
department,”  or  more  properly  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  war,  in  relation  to  my  movement 
into  Lower  Canada  on  the  30th  of  March 
last  ? 

2nd.  W'hether  the  views  or  orders  of 
the  “  war  department,”  or  secretary  of 
war,  “  advised  me  to  seize  and  hold  a  given 
position  on  lake  Champlain,”  or, 

3rd.  Whether  “  the  war  department,” 
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or  secretiiry  of  war,  “  admonished  me 
against  an  incursion  info  Canada.” 

The  same  documents  will  also  expose 
the  motives  which  induced  me  to  enter 
Lower  Canada  at  the  time  1  did,  and  on 
these  motives  I  shall  be  content  to  rest 
my  military  reputation,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
affected  by  that  operation;  iDde{»endent  of 
sanction  or  shelter  from  the  war  de|)art- 
inent,  which  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
seek,  by  my  letter  of  the  31st  of  March, 
as  may,  1  conceive,  Ije  fairly  inferred  from 
my  letter  of  the  5th  of  April,  which  I  un¬ 
derstand  has  not  lieen  published,  although 
it  contained  a  return  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  WUkin- 
son  to  the  Secretary  of  If  or,  dated 
;  H.  Q.  Malone,  Military  District  > 

No.  9,  29lh  Nov.  1813.  ) 

“  By  a  confidential  intelligencer  from  1 
Cornwall,  1  am  authorized  to  inform  you  j 
[  that  the  enemy  is  making  forced  marches 
for  Kingston  Avith  alraut  2509  regular 
g  troo|)s,  including  those  Avho  descended  the  j 
1  river  after  me;  the  coast  opposite  to  :iie  is  ] 
confided  to  the  defence  of  the  militia.  1 
shall  advise  the  commanding  oflicer  at 
j  Sackett’s  Harbour,  Commodore  Chauncy  j 
and  General  Harrison  of  these  move-  j 
I  Bents  of  the  enemy  ” 

A  true  copy. 

I  CHARLES  J.  NOURSE, 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Wab  Department, .Tan.  Ist.  1814. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  29th  November 
was  received  yesterday.  The  detachment 
you  mentioned  may  be  destined,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  garrison  of  Kingston,  to 
V  an  attack  on  Sackett’s  Harlmur;  or  it  may 
be,  that  portion  of  the  garrisons  of  Kings- 
I  ton  and  Prescott,  which  followed  you  re- 
l  turning  to  their  posts  for  the  winter;  or  it 
may  ^  a  coriw  destined  to  the  west, 
either  (by  itself)  to  re-establish  the  Bri¬ 
tish  force  on  t^  Thames,  or  to  replace 
corps  at  Kingston  and  York,  which  they 
have  already  moveil  with  a  view  to  that 
object.  *If  it  be  a  positive  abstraction 

(from  Prevost’s  force  at  Montreal,  that 

•  Here  the  secretary  appears  to  have 
Ofiiuted  a  little  at  “  incursions"  into  Lower 
Cusda.  J.  W. 


place  must  be  very  badly  defended,  and, 
the  fact  well  ascertained,  you  may  profit 
by  it.  Some  activity  on  our  part  is  the 
surest  method  of  keeping  down  their  en- 
teriirises.  Inform  yourself  well  as  to  the 
Isle  of  aux  Noix,  and  of  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  best  approaching  it. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 

(Signe«l)  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 

A  true  copy, 

CHARLES  J.  NOURSE,  A.  D.  C. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  secretary  qf  tear, 
daUd  January,  1814. 

“  The  olrjections  which  noAv  occur  to 
yourself  agaiust  the  operations  suggested  > 
in  your  letter  of  (he  7th,  were  anticipated 
here,  as  well  also  the  necessity  of  rein¬ 
forcing  Saekett’s  Harbour ;  considerations 
connected  Avith  this  last  subject  produced 
my  order  of  the  20tli  inst.  Avhicli  super¬ 
cedes  your  measure  of  calling  out  militia, 
and  which  avIII  not  interfere  Avith  any  well 
digested  project  for  attacking  the  enemy’s 
posts  at  Kingston,  Prescott  or  elsewhere 
dining  the  Avinter  or  early  part  of  the 
s|iriiig. 

1st.  The  force  ortlered  to  the  Harlxmp 
Avas  not  from  its  number  calculated  to 
produce  a  counter  movement  on  the  part 
I  of  the  cnenn ,  it  being  thought  barely  suf¬ 
ficient  to  protect  that  place  against  his  at¬ 
tacks. 

2nd.  If  it  did  produce  the  effect  of  a 
counter  inovemeot  and  carried  up  ao 
equal  or  greater  force  of  the  enemy,  his 
drfences  below  were  necessarily  much 
Aveakeneil. 

“In  the  first  case  General  BroAvn  may 
avail  himself  of  the  ice,  and  with  the  aid  , 
of  Commoilore  Chauncy,  carry  Kingston 
by  a  coup  de  main.  This  is  Cbauncy’s 
opinion. 

“In  the  other  case  you  may  inflict 
blows  of  much  importance  below.” 

A  true  copy, 

CHARLES  J.  NOURSE, 
Aid-de-Camp. 

Note. — The  allusions  of  the  secretary  ‘ 
in  the  above  letter,  to  be  clearly  under¬ 
stood,  must  be  explainetl.  My  letter  of, 
the  7th  Jan.  proposed  a  general  attack  of 
the  enemy’s  dispersed  cantonments  'in., 
front  of  Montreal,  betAveen  the  rivers  Sor¬ 
rel  and  St.  Lawrence,  by  a  combined  O’xs 
ration  of  4000  men,  marching  in  two  co- 
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lutnns  of  equal  slrea^tli  from  Plattsburgh 
anti  the  Four  Corners,  and  by  strict  con¬ 
cert  to  form  a  junction  at  St.  Pierre,  and 
from  thence  to  attack  St.  Phillips,  L’Aca- 
dio  and  St.  Johns  anti  having  beaten,  rout¬ 
ed  orca()tured  the  decampments  at  those 
defenceless  cantonments,  to  occu(»y  their 
quarters,  hold  the  country,  and  reduce 
the  Isle  aux  Noix,  or  return  to  our 
cantonments.  Simultaneous  with  these 
movements,  a  column  from  the  French 
Mills  was  sent  to  cross  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  Cornwall,  to  heat  and  disperse  the  ene¬ 
my  at  that  place,  and  to  fortify  and  hold 
it,  effectually  to  cut  off  the  intercourse 
between  the  two  prt)vince8.  'I’he  objec¬ 
tions  to  this  enterprise  hinted  at  by  the 
secndary,  arose  out  of  a  defect  of  jtrovi- 
sions,  orcasioned  by  an  improper  interfe¬ 
rence  with  my  requisitions  to  the  contrac¬ 
tor.  The  communication  on  which  the 
secretary  grounds  his  remarks,  but  does 
not  explicitly  acknowledge,  was  written 
the  15th  of  January,  in  which  I  proposed 
to  him,  as  a  substitute  to  the  plan  of  the 
7th  of  Jauiiary,  to  take  Prescott  by  a  coup 
de  main,  which  could  have  been  easily 
affected,  as  the  garrison  had  l>een  reduced 
to  250  men ;  and  by  this  stroke  we  should 
have  cut  off  ail  communication  between 
Montreal  and  Kingston,  and  been  enabled, 
■with  the  co-operation  of  Governor  I'om])- 
liins,  who  favoured  the  enterprise,  to  have 
rwluced  Kingston  ;  but  the  secretary  paid 
no  more  attention  to  my  proposition  than 
is  to  be  seen  in  his  letter  of  the  31  st  Jan. 
On  my  part,  after  a  conference  with  Go¬ 
vernor  Tompkins,  I  was  so  forcibly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  plan, 
that  I  was  determined  to  make  it  without 
walflng  for  the  secretary’s  answer.  Oi^ 
ders  had  been  ncconlingly  issued  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Brown  and  Colonel  Rissel,and  1  should 
have  marched  in  two  days ;  when  the  se¬ 
cretary’s  order  of  the  20th  Jan.  came  to 
hand,peremf)torily  Commanding  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  our  quarters  at  the  French 
Mills,  and  ordering  2000  men  to  Sackett’s 
Harbour,  and  the  residue  to  Plattsburgh. 
In  this  letter  the  secretary’s  “  views”  to 
the  iMjsts  of,  the  enemy  appear  manifest, 
else  how  was  I  to  “  inflict  blows  of  im¬ 
portance  below.” 

J.  WILKINSON. 

Extraet  of  a  letter,  from  Maj.  Qcn.  Wilkin¬ 
son  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

Plattsburgh,  Feb.  27,  1313. 

1  have  received  satisfactory  informa¬ 


tion  that  there  is,  about  four  miles  aliove 
the  Isle  aux  Noix,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  a  contracted  8|>ot*  of  high 
ground  surrounded  by  swampy  low  lands, 
inaccessible  to  artillery  in  the  vernal  and 
summer  seasons,  and  that  from  the  nar¬ 
rowness  of  the  river  at  that  place,  a  heavy 
battery  there  would  effectually  command 
it.  The  possession  and  maintenance  of 
that  spot  Mould  render  the  British  flotilla 
on  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  useless, 
and  it  would  secure  to  our  army  and  its 
attirail,  a  safe  landing  within  sixteen 
miles  of  St.  Johns.  This  would  facilitate 
the  early  invasion  of  Canada  from  this 
quarter,  and  would  oblige  the  enemy  to 
weaken  every  other  point,  in  order  to 
concentrate  his  force  for  the  protection  of 
Montreal.  I  am  ready  to  take  the  posi¬ 
tion  and  act  defensively,  or  to  make  an 
offensive  incursion,  or  at  least  break  up 
the  enemy’s  qiiaters  at  St.  John's,  L’Aca- 
die  and  Chainlde ;  but  I  wait  ortlers  IVom 
my  government,  which  to  be  effectual 
must  reach  me  before  the  ice  fails. 

A  true  copy. 

CHARLES  J.  NOIIRSE, 
Aid-de-Camp. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  qf  war,  to 
General  Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Department, Marchl2,1814. 

“  A  position  which  shall  have  the  ef- 
effect  of  keeping  the  enemy  out  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  of  approaching  us  within 
striking  distance  of  St.  Johns,  would  he 
desirable,  and  ought  to  be  seized  and  held. 
We  ought,  however,  to  he  well  assureil 
that  our  batteries  would  command  the 
strait.  Common  re|K>rt,  or  the  o|)inion  of 
men  founded  merely  on  a  coup  d’ojil,  are 
uncertain  guides.  Has  the  width  of  the 
strait  been  measured  ?  The  last  moments 
of  the  frost  will  furnish  the  best  time  for 
executing  the  project.  Of  what  material 
do  you  pro|)08e  to  make  your  defences  in 
the  first  instance,  and  how  cover  your 
troops  ?  In  choosing  between  this  and  a 
mere  desultory  march,  ending  where  it 
begins,  and  exposing  your  troops  to  |»eril 
and  hardship,  without  equivalent  or  use, 
there  can  be  no  hesitancy.” 

A  true  copy. 

CHARLES  J.  NOTJRSE. 

Aid-de-Camp. 

Note — This  is  answer  direct  to  my  let- 


This  is  about  10  or  12  miles  north  of  the 
line  of  national  demarkation,  J.  W. 
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ter  of  Vebniarj,  which  is  not  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  and  certainly  indicates,  with  all  its 
caution,  certain  views"  of  the  secretary. 

■  J.  W. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Major  General 

Wilkinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 
PiJiTTSBURGH,  March  25,  1814. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  acknow  ledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  in 
answer  it  would  ap|)car  to  mine  of  the 
27th  ult.  which  has  not  been  acknowledg¬ 
ed. 

“.Having  received  authentic  informa¬ 
tion  from  Judge  Richards,  the  collector 
of  Oswegatche,  and  other  persons  to  be 
relied  on,  that  the  enemy  continue  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  upper  province,  and  as  late 
as  the  12th  and  17th  inst.  marched  up  at 
least  eleven  hundred  regular  troo^is,  in 
view  of  Hamilton,  on  St.  Lawrence,  1 
consider  it  niy  indispensable  duty  to  em¬ 
ploy  all  the  means  in  my  |»ower  to  press 
him  in  this  quarter,  and  should  our  com¬ 
parative  strength  warrant  it,  to  attack 
him  at  St.  Johns,  and  put  him  in  fear  fur 
Montreal,  in  onler  to  compel  him  to  with¬ 
draw  a  part  of  his  force  from  above  to  give 
security  to  Montreal,  and  cover  his  posts 
between  the  Sorrel  and  the  St.  Lawrence. 

I  am  the  more  strongly  inclined  to  this 
measure  as  one  of  solemn  obligation,  l>y 
the  information  I  have  received  of  the 
movements  of  Major  General  Brown  to 
Niagara,  and  the  weak  state  in  which  1 
understand  Sachet’s  Harbour  has  been  left;  j 
should  the  weather  favour  me,  1  shall 
march  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  with 
my  main  body,  and  shall  form  a  junction 
near  the  line  with  the  troops  now  atChazy 
and  St.  Armands,  at  which  place  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Macomb  has  been  on  post 
with  Colonel  Clark  for  some  days;  the 
morning  after  I  shall  drive  the  enemy 
from  Odelltown  and  La  Cole,  and  from 
thence  shall  endeavour  to  reconnoitre 
routs  and  feel  his  force  in  my  front,  by 
^hich  my  posterior  movement  will  be 
governed. 

“  It  is  my  intention  to  seize  and  hold 
•  position  on  the  Sorrel,  effectually  to  lock 
up  the  British  squadron  at  St.  Johns, 
should  the  ordnance  and  ammunition  re¬ 
quired  of  Major  Bomfortl  arrive  in  season. 
But  pardon  me,  sir,  for  oljserving  that  this 
is  the  only  time  for  executing  such  a  pro¬ 
ject,  the  weather  being  temiierate  and 
tlte  ice  strong:  if  we  wait  until  the  last 
Uoineats  of  the  Ihwt,  every  thing  becomes 


precarious,  a  sudden  thaw  may  break  up 
the  ice,  the  roads  may  become  nearly  im¬ 
passable,  and  the  vessels  of  the  enemy 
enter  the  Lake.  The  (tosition  at  White- 
man’s,  three  or  four  miles  above  the  Isle 
aux  Noix,  is  reported  to  be  the  best  ; 
that  at  Rouse's  (mnt,  1  have  examined  in 
company  with  Major  Totten,  and  in  adfli- 
tion  to  his  letter  on  the  subject  heretofore 
forwarded,  I  now  send  you  his  plan  of  that 
scite ;  my  fortifications  will  be  of  earth 
and  wood,  and  the  troops  employed  on 
this  service  will  be  billeted  in  adjacent 
houses,  or  sheltered  with  boanis,  and  kept 
warm  with  large  fires  at  their  feet. 

“  With  respect  to  desultory  move¬ 
ments,  1  bog  leave  to  observe,  they  can 
be  no  further  useful  than  to  disconcert  the 
plans  of  the  enemy,  or  to  effect  salutary 
diversions ;  on  these  grounds  they  are 
not  only  justifiable  but  commendable,  and 
for  such  objects  only  should  they  be  made.” 
A  true  cojiy. 

CHARLES  J.  N CURSE, 
Aid-de-Camp. 

Note — In  this  letter  the  motives  and 
objects  of  my  movement  into  Canada  are 
avowed,  ami  it  will  be  found  that  the  ob¬ 
jects  su!>mitted  to  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
my  letter  of  the  27th  February,  had  be¬ 
come  a  secondary  consideration  with  me, 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  one  |H>st  on  Lake 
Ontario  being  the  first.  Umler  the  infor¬ 
mation  I  received  from  Judge  Richards 
and  others,  had  I  sat  still  at  Plattsl>urgb, 

1  could  not  have  justified  my  conduct  to 
my  profession,  my  country  or  my  con¬ 
science.  J.  W. 

Plattsburgh,  22d  March,  1814. 
Dear  Sir — 1  think  it  my  duty  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  two  detachments  of  British 
troofts  have  lately  |>asaed  up  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  River,  the  first  on  Sunday  the  13tb, 
supposed  near  400,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
loth, the  other  supposed  not  less  than  700, 
said  to  be  the  longest  string  of  men  seen 
to  go  up  the  present  season — they  passed 
Hamilton  the  days  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  ser¬ 
vant, 

(Signwl)  ALEX.  RICHARDS. 
Major  General  J.  Wilkinson,  commanding 
United  States’  troops  in  district  No.  9. 

A  true  copy. 

CH.A’S  J.  NOURSE,  A.  D.C. 

Champlain,  27tk  March,  1814. 

PRIVATE. 

Dear  General — I  send  informarion 
.which  may  be  considered  important. 
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La  Cole  Ulill  1]B8  latelj^  been  reiiiforceil 
by  the  13th  regiment.  Ab  a  proof  that 
there  are  manV  men  there,  all  the  houses 
up  to  Briehan's  and  down  below  White- 
man’s  on  the  lake,  and  up  the  road  which' 
leads  to  Odelltow  n  1  1-2  miles,  are  occu¬ 
pied.  The  |)Ost  at  Sqr.  Odell’s  mill  has 
been  reinforced. 

Isle  mix  Noix.  The  49th  de  Meuron 
•nd  Voltigeur  regiments  arrived  on 
Tliursday  last,  one  of  those  regiments  on¬ 
ly,  not  known  which,  was  counted  and 
consisted  of  400  rank  and  hie.  One  gal¬ 
ley  has  been  up  to  La  Cole,  two  will  be 
rigged  and  up  to-morrow,  two  new  galleys 
are  building,  the  ice  is  good  yet,  along 
shore  even  to  St.  .Tolins. 

St.  Johns-,  only  300  men.  1 

Chatnbltf,  very  few  troops,  and  these  in¬ 
corporated  militia.  Sir  George  has  not 
yet  left  Queliec,  unless  since  Thursday. 

A  Major  who  was  some  time  at  La  Cole, 
(of  the  marine8)has  gone  against  Mucomh. 

The  intentions  of  the  enemy  to  attack 
him  were  declared  and  manifest ;  all  the 
(li8|H>sahle  force  has  been  or  will  be  scut 
against  him. 

The  foregoing  was  just  now  communi¬ 
cated  by  your  agent ;  and  he  declares, 
unless  it  be  true,  he  can  never  t>e  able  to 
procure  correct  intelligence  ;  he  reposes 
perfect  trust  in  the  man  from  whom  it  was 
received. 

Major  For83'tIi  has  given  me  intelli¬ 
gence,  derived  from  another  source,  which 
very  nearly  confirms  what  I  have  written. 
1  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to  see  you 
to-morrow,  and  communicate  other  impor¬ 
tant  information  with  plans,  &c. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  G.  TOTTEN. 

Copt.  Empr.  Brevet  Major. 

Major  Gen.  Wilkinson, 

^miuanding  U.  States’  army. 

A  true  copy. 

CHARLES  J.  NOURSE, 

Aid~de-Camp, 

Extraet  of  a  letter  from  Major  Oencral  Wil¬ 
kinson,  to  the  secretary  of  nar,  dated 

Champlain,  April  5th,  1814. 

Sir — I  wrote  yon  on  the  31gt  ult.  from 
Odelltown,  and  have  now  the  honour  to 
transmit  a  return  of  our  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  alfoir  of  the  30th,  which  we  have 
itot  been  able  to  ascertain  with  accuracy 
sooner.  Yoo  wiH  perceive  the  nutnlier 
exceeds  oiy  estimate,  which  was  founded 


on  the  verbal  report  of  otHcers  command* 
ing  corps;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
informing  you,  that  the  surgeons  represent 
very  few  of  the  cases  to  be  dangerous. 
Neither  the  real  force  nor  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  can  be  ascertained  ;  rumours  ar* 
as  usual  various — but  we  have  ground  for 
belief,  that  nearly  two  companies  of  the 
marines  were  cut  off,  and  three  odicers 
killed  and  wounded.  I  understand  that 
corps  made  the  last  gallant  charge  on  our 
battery,  who  were  met  by  about  230  men 
of  the  right  of  Brigadier  Gen.  Bissel,  and 
under  his  eye  fepulscd  them,  after  a  con¬ 
test  of  two  or  three  minutes.  ' 

Enclosed  you  have  a  memorandum*  of 
the  enemy’sforce  lexpected  tomeet  when 
I  entered  Canada,and  which,  independent 
of  the  motives  heretofore  submitted  to  you, 
it  was  my  duty  to  drive  back  from  their 
near  approach  to  our  settlements.  We 
could  not,  from  the  comparative  strength 
of  their  walls,  and  the  weight  of  our  artil¬ 
lery,  force  the  fortification — and  of  conse¬ 
quence  the  garrison  escaped,  and  ulterior 
objects  could  not  be  carried  intoexecution, 
as  it  blocked  up  the  only  practicable  road 
to  St.  Johns.  I  trust  a  fiiir  interpretation 
will  be  put  on  my  motives,  while  my  |>er- 
sonal  professional  conduct,  during  this  lit¬ 
tle  o|ieration,  in  leailing  on,  in  fighting, 
and  bringing  off  the  troops,  is  open  to 
scrutiny. 

But  before  I  dismiss  the  subject,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  say,  much  of  our  loss 
was  sustained  in  a  rash  chaige  of  our  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  enemy’s  work,  where  1  havO 
discovered  six  of  our  men  fell  so  near  to 
it,  they  could  not  be  brought  off.  Nothing 
can  test  the  courage  of  men  more  than  a 
stationary  position,  under  a  galling  fire, 
which  cannot  he  returned  with  any  pros¬ 
pect  of  effect ;  and  to  cover  our  battery, 
which  became  the  indispensable  duty  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Smith’s  and  Brig.  Gen.  Bis- 
sell’s  coqis,  for  more  than  tw'o  hours — 
during  which  time  every  man  stooti  firm, 


*  mbmoranbitm. 

Force,  reported  by  a  confidential  Kent,  and 
beKered  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  La  ^le.— 1st 
battalion  •  royal  roariuet,  fifiOi  13th  regt. 
450  ;  49th  regt.  400  ;  regt.  of  Meuron.  600  ; 
roltigenrs,  400;  fencibles,  ISO— -Total  2550. 

TIk  secretary  of  war  transmitted  me  the 
following  estimate  of  these  corps.— 1st  batta¬ 
lion  royal  marines.  750;  13th  regt,  600  ;  tOtb 
regt.  350 ;  regt.  of  Meuron,  701) vo4igeurf , 
430;  feiKibles, 5Q0— Total 3350.'  -  '.o 
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«nd  a  palid  cheek  was  not  to  be  discover- 
eti  from  right  to  left. 

1  shall  hi^d  this  point,  to  cover  our  fron¬ 
tier  ;  and,  from  its  proximity  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  keep  him  in  check,  and  prevent  his 
sending  more  reinforcements  to  Upper 
Canada.  But  I  am  constrained  to  make 
detachments  to  my  rear  by  causes  beyond 
ny  control. 

1st.  A  sudden  and  continued  thaw  has 
openetl  the  rivers,  rendered  the  lake  im¬ 
passable,  and  in  a  few  days  must  free  it 
of  ice. 

2d.  The  enemy's  squadron,  from  all  the 
information  I  could  collect,  will  be  ready 
for  o()eration  in  a  week. 

3d.  Our  squadron,  from  the  best  infor¬ 
mation  I  possess,  will  not  beequipt  for  ser¬ 
vice  before  the  next  month. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  (the  ene¬ 
my)  might  by  a  sudden  movement  up  the 
lake,  with  800  or  1000  men,  should  our 
whole  force  be  kept  there,  put  our  depots 
in  danger,  and  make  an  attempt  upon  our 
Mpiadron  in  dock. 

In  this  situation,  I  have  not  hesitated 
fcr  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Brig.  Gen. 
Macomb  marchetl  on  the  3d  inst.  with  a 
detachment  to  resume  his  |H>8ition  at  Bur¬ 
lington  for  its  protection,  and  another  de¬ 
tachment  marched  yesterday  to  Platts¬ 
burgh,  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  under 
Col.  Smith.  Brigadier  General  Smith 
and  Bissel,  with  the  rifle  corps  and  a  par¬ 
ty  «if  dragoons,  still  occupy  this  position. 

The  troops  continue  healthy  and  in 
good  spirits,  and  if  I  had  at  my  disposal 
the  neces8i,.'y  cannon,  I  would  still  form 
a  battery  at  Rouse’s  Point  to  command  the 
Sorrel ;  but  the  obstruction  of  all  prompt 
conveyance,  by  the  unexpected  relaxation 
of  the  season,  has  interposed  the  impedi-j 
ments  suggested  in  my  letter’*'  from  Platts¬ 
burgh.  A  true  extract. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Note — In  this  letter,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  elements  conspired  to  defeat  my 
designs  against  the  enemy,  and  that  al¬ 
though  worn  down  and  enfeebled  by  dis¬ 
ease,  I  yielded  only  to  the  acts  of  God. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 
MvaUts  qfa  council  of  war,  koUen  at  Cham¬ 
plain,  3d  April,  1814. 

PRESENT. 

Bngadiers  General  Macomb, 

Smith  and 
"Bissell. 

*  1^  latter  of  the  25th  of  March. '  r 
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Major  General  Wilkinson  submits  to 
the  council  the  following  remarks : — The 
rapid  and  continued  thaw  has  opened  the 
river,  and  .must  in  a  few  days,  from  the 
opinions  of  old  inhabitants  of  respectabili¬ 
ty,  break  up  the  lake.  The  larger  por¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy’s  flotilla  is  near  Rouse’s 
Point,  prepared  to  enter  the  lake,  and  the 
whole  will  be  ready  for  operation  in  a 
few*  days  ;  they  may  anticipate  our  own 
flotilla,  and  in  such  case,  should  we  hold 
possession  of  this  |)oint,  the  enemy,  by  a 
rapid  water  movement  with  a  detachment 
of  800  or  1000  men,  may  reach  Platts¬ 
burgh  and  destroy  our  de|iot :  under  these 
circumstances,  the  oiqjor  general  requests 
the  opinion  of  the  council,  on  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  maintaining  this  position,  or  falling 
back  to  cover  our  magazines. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  council,  that  we 
should  cover  our  magazines  at  Platts¬ 
burgh. 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  Brig.  Gen. 

T.  A.  SMITH,  Brig.  Gen. 

D.  BISSEL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Note — It  will  be  seen  from  thisdocn- 
ment,  that  in  abandoning  any  repeated 
attack  on  Lower  Canada,  the  opinions  of 
my  general  officers  were  with  me. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

[Willing  that  Gen.  Wilkinson  shall 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  his  appeal  to  the 
public,  the  editors  have  purposely  abstain¬ 
ed  from  accompanying  the  preceding  let¬ 
ter  with  any  comment,  or  vindication  of 
the  editorial  remark  to  which  it  refers ;  re¬ 
serving  the  right,  in  a  future  paper,  to  ab¬ 
solve  themselves  from  the  charge  of  hav¬ 
ing  promulgated  an  unjust  imputation  on 
the  military  conduct  of  the  generaL] 

From  the  Buffedoe  Gaselte,  June  14. 
COLONEL  CHAPIN  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  distressing  scenes  exhibited  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  last  fall  and  winter,  ha¬ 
ving  excited  many  painful  sensations  and 
anxious  inquiries  for  the  causes  which 
led  to  those  disgraceful  disasters,  have  in¬ 
duced  me  to  lay  before  the  public,  some 
of  the  most  conspicuous  actors  of  those 
base  exploits. 

While  the  American  regular  forces 
continued  at  FortGeoige,  nothingoccured 
to  aflfect  our  security,  till  that  strange  phe¬ 
nomenon,  Grorge  Clure,  appeared.  He 
with  much  pomp  and  parade,  boweyef, 
kept  ‘out  of  harm's  way,’  by  riding  up 
down  on  the  east  side  of  the  streights  of 
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Niagara,  till  I  had  with  a  small  force  of 
volunteers,  militia  and  Indians,  routed  the 
enemy  from  his  encam|>ment  at  the  4  mile 
creek.  T  hen,  this  miglity  man  crossed  the 
river  with  the  wind  of  a  Hull  or  Smtfth, 
aided  by  the  fojtid  strench  of  J.  C.  S.  who 
burst  forth  with  terror  and  rage  upon  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  of  Canada.  Thes- 
terrible  heroes,  however,  very  cautiously 
avcMded  any  engagement  with  the  enemy  ■  | 
They  conceived  it  sufficient  for  them  t<> 
fvorwith  women  and  children,  to  lay  waste 
their  dwellings;  to  “  burn  up  the  damn’d 
rascals,”  was  their  favourite  maxim.  Thei* 
inarch  from  Beaver  Dam  to  Queenstown 
will  long  be  rememliertd  by  the  distressed 
victims  of  that  march.  In  this  march, 
|*roperty  of  almost  every  description  was 
plundered,  and  buildings  burnt  under  their 
own  view.  This,  however,  is  a  mere  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  tragedy  be  was  afterwards  des¬ 
tined  to  act. 

The  ill-fated  town  of  Newark  was  burnt 
trader  his  orders,  on  the  night  of  the  10th  of 
December,  1813.  Here  was  exhibited  a 
scene  of  distress,  which  language  would 
be  inadequate  to  express;  w'omen  and 
children  were  turned  out  of  doors,  in  a  cold 
•mlstormy  night ;  the  cries  of  infants,  the 
decrepitude  of  age,  the  debility  of  sickness, 
hail  no  impression  upon  this  monster  in 
human  shape;  they  were  consigned  t<> 
the  great  house,  whose  canopy  was  thi 
heavens,  and  whose  walls  were  as  boundless 
as  the  wide  world. 

in  the  destruction  of  this  town,  the 
vulture  M'Clure,  was  aided  by  the  most 
active  exertions  of  WiUcocks,  tha. 

*****  number  oi 

years  resided  in  this  pleasant  village,  and 
had  been  patronized  in  it  far  beyond  his 
iperits :  and  at  a  time  when  it  became  his 
duty  as  a  man  of  justice,  and  as  a  subjec’ 
ef  his  miyesty,  whose  government  he  had 
so  often  sworn  to  protect  and  defend,  hr 
Kke  a  cowardly  sycophant,  deserted  the 
cause  of  his  country,  and  actually  led  a 
banditti  through  the  town  on  that  fatal 
night,  setting  tire  to  his  neighlmurs’  dw'el- 
tings,  and  damning  every  American,  a|t- 
plying  the  epithet  of  tony  to  all  who  disap¬ 
prove  of  this  flagrant  act  of  barbarity. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  this  town  was 
burnt  at  a  time  when  the  British  forces 
were  not  in  any  considerable  force  with- 
ia  the  distance  of  thirty  miles. 

The  general  next  selected  the  Ameri¬ 
can  side  of  the  Niagara  for  the  theatre  of 


future  ofierations.  He  took  up  bis  quaik 
ters  at  Budaloe.  A  small  force  of  about 
200  regulars  wascalled  from  Canandaigua, 
which  we  should  have  supiiosed  ought  to 
have  been  sent  for  the  protection  Fort 
Viagara,  as  that  place  was  menaced  by 
the  enemy.  Instead  of  this,  the  general 
inlered  them  to  remain  at  Buffaloe.  Fo  it 
Viagara  was  taken  on  the  morning  of  ths 
19th  Decem'tier,  1813.  The  iLiy  pre¬ 
vious,  the  general  was  informed  by  a  citi¬ 
zen,  who  had  made  his  escajie  fron  Ca- 
lada,  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on 
Fort  Niagara  at  the  time  it  was.  Here 
I  hen  is  something  very  remarkable  in  the 
conduct  of  the  general;  instead  of  des¬ 
patching  an  exprt'83  with  this  very  im|>or- 
i.int  intelligence  immediately,  he  omitted 
it,  if  not  altogether,  till  it  was  too  late  for 
the  express  to  ride  there.  As  soon  as  the 
capture  of  that  post  was  known  at  Butlaloe, 
t  he  general  removed  himself  and  men  from 
Buffaloe,  to  the  Cold  Springs,  a  distance  of 
two  miles.  This  movement  ap[)eare<l  to 
he  made  in  order  that  the  redoubta!)l« 
general  should  have  time  to  retreat,  with¬ 
out  hearing  the  whistling  of  British  balls, 
which,  by  the  by,  we  sup|M)se  would  have  | 
been  very  unpleasant  to  the  general’s  or-  I 
gans  of  hearing,  as  he  was  totally  unused 
to  such  sounds.  Here  he  remained  a  few 
days  ;  but  finding  from  intelligence  which 
!  he  received  from  Canada,  that  the  enemy 
I  were  preparing  to  attack  Budiiloe,  lie  took 
i  up  his  line  of  march  to  Batavia,  a  dis- 
I  lance  of  40  miles:  no  doubt  conceiving 
that  a  place  of  greater  safety,  as  there  he 
could  nor  hear  the  report  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  From  Batavia,  I  was  told,  that  he 
;  made  his  retreat  gooil  to  his  residence  in  I 
■Steuben  county,  having  covereil  himself  f 
I  <  ml  his  associates  with  laurels  of 

As  to  his  assertions,  that  he  was  firrd 
'  ipon  by  the  men  who  he  said  were  under 
ny  command,  I  believe  it  to  be  perfect¬ 
ly  false.  The  iulialutants  of  Buffaloe  all 
felt  deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of 
hat  place,  ap|irehending  full  well  the 
consequences  of  an  invasion  of  it  by  an  ; 
enemy  whose  character  heretofore  hid 
•een  marked  with  acts  of  outrage  and 
cruelty,  and  who  now  was  stimiilateil  to 
the  most  desperate  measures  of  retaliation, 
by  the  conduct  of  M‘Clure  in  burning  of 
Vewark.  They  rejieatedly  reques'-’d 
liim  to  affoni  the  necessary  protection. 

The  imSIic  are  already  acquainted  with  ■ 
the  protection  he  afforded.  The  ruins  uf  | 
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the  Niagara  frontier ;  the  tears  of  the 
widow,  and  the  cries  of  orphan  children, 
still  remain  as  a  proof  of  the  cowardice 
and  villainy  of  this  man  and  his  associates. 

As  it  regards  myself  and  the  command 
I  held  in  the  army  while  it  was  under 
M'Clure,  1  think  proper  to  state  the  princi¬ 
pal  reason  which  induced  me  to  resign. 
After  having  been  repeate<Uy  ex{M)sed  to 
much  danger  by  order  of  M‘Clure,  espe¬ 
cially  when  he  ordered  me  to  the  30  mile 
areek,  in  tapper  Canada;  and  while  1  re¬ 
mained  there  under  his  order  with  alraut 
40  men,  he  said  in  presence  of  Mr.  Curtis, 
whose  affidavit  1  produced,  “  that  he  re- 
gretterl  I  had  not  been  taken  by  the  ene¬ 
my  ,  that  he  wished  I  had  been ;  that  he 
hoped  the  damned  rascal  would  be." 
Now  the  public  will  oliserve,  that  I  was 
acting  under  the  orders  of  M‘Clure,  ami 
hud  taken  a  commanding  position  at  that 
place.  He  ordered  Colonel  Hopkins,  to 
commaml  the  men  in  the  rear  of  me,  who 
were  twelve  miles  from  that  place.  I 
was  onlered  to  remain  on  the  Forty,  till 
I  was  reinforced ;  but  contrary  to  the  as¬ 
surances  which  M'Clure  had  given  me. 
Colonel  Hopkins  was  ordered  to  remain 
twelve  miles  in  the  rear  of  me. 

Should  any  person  concerned,  reply  to 
these  observations,  further  facts  will  be 
developed ;  meanwhile  the  public  arc  re- 
’  «)uested  to  (teruse  the  subjoineil  docu¬ 
ments — others  are  in  my  possession,  and 
will  be  published. 

CYRENIUS  CHAPIN. 

June  13,  1313. 

Nia''ara  Cminty^  ss. 

Benjamin  Carti.,  of  BuRaloe,  in  the 
sai<l  county,  being  sworn,  saith,that  he  was 
in  company  with  Captain  Prank  Hampton, 
of  the  24th  Regiment  IT.  8.  infantry,  on 
or  atiout  the  3d  day  of  .lanuary.  last  at  Ba¬ 
tavia,  and  then  and  there  heanl  the  said 
Hampton  declare,  that  he  most  cordially 
rejoiced  at  the  burning  of  the  village  of 
Buffaloe — that  he  regretted  the  loss  of 
two  nr  three  of  its  inhabitants  only  ;  and 
ill  the  same  conversation  he  heard  him 
say,  that  he  wisheil  he  had  the  fiower  of 
God  Almighty,  he  would  exercise  the 
same  in  damning  the  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Butfaloe  to  all  eternity-r-- 
farther  this  de|)onent  saith  not. 

BEN.IAMIN  CARYL. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  14lh  day  of! 
lT.arch,  1314,  Saimf-V  Tvpprr,  first  judge 
of  common  pleas  for  Niagara  county. 


State  of  NevfhYork,  Niastara  County,  ss. 

Asa  Ransom,  of  the  town  of  Clarence, 
in  the  county  of  Niagara,  being  solemnly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  the 
twenty-thinl  or  fourth  day  of  December 
last  past,  he  (this  deponent)  was  at  the 
house  of  Frederick  Miller,  near  the  late 
village  of  Butfaloe,  Brig.  Gen.  M'Clure 
and  his  aids,  and  several  gentlemen  from 
Butfaloe  and  elsewhere,  were  there.  In 
a  conversation  with  Erastus  Granger, Esq. 
this  deponent  heard  General  M‘Clure, 
pulilicly  declare,  that  he  would  take 
away  the  regulars  and  was  going  away 
himself.  Judge  Granger  asked  him  if 
he  meant  to  take  away  the  ammunition. 
General  iVI‘Clure  answered,  that  he  did. 
Judge  Granger  o'.iserved,  for  God's  sake 
don’t  do  that,  for  we  shall  all  be  destroy- 
e«l — Bufl*aloe  will  he  burned  and  we  shall 
have  nothing  to  defend  ourselves  with : 
General  M‘Clure  then  said,  I  will  stay  and 
defend  you,  if  the  inhabitants  will  arrest 
and  hind  the  damneil  rascal,  (Chapin) 
and  bring  him  to  me ;  if  they  will  not  ilo 
that,  they  may  all  be  destroyed,  ami  I 
don’t  care  how  soon.  And  this  de{K)nent 
further  saith,  that  he  had  understo^  that 
McClure  and  Chapin  had  quarrelled  vio¬ 
lently  about  the  burning  of  Newark,  and 
that  animosity  continued  to  the  time  of 
[  General  M‘Clure’8  departure  from  Buffa¬ 
loe,  which  was  on  or  about  the  days 
above  mentioned.  And  further  this  dC' 
oonent  saith  not. 

ASA  RANSOM. 

Sworn  to,  &c. 

Niazara  Cotinty,  ss. 

Dudly  Frink  and  Jacob  I.  Fort,  being 
diiely  sworn  say,  that  on  or  about  the 
twenty-thinl  day  of  December  last  they 
were  in  company  Avith  Captain  John  A. 
Rodgers,  of  the  1 4th  regiment  of  the  U.  S. 
infantry,  then  acting  aid  to  Gen.  M‘Clure, 
at  Keys'  tavern  in  Batavia;  these  de- 
oonents  heard  the  said  Rmlgers  solemn¬ 
ly  declare  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
other  gentlemen,  that  he  wished  to  God 
that  Buffaloe  was  burned,  and  that  he 
would  give  one  hundred  dollars  to  any 
person  that  would  bring  him  information 
that  Buffaloe  was  actually  burned.  And 
further  these  deponents  say  not. 

DUDLEY  FRINK, 
JACOB  I.  FORT. 
Sworn  to,  &c.  » 

Statf  of  Nftv~York,  county  «f  Niagara,  ss. 
Nebetniah  Seeley,  late  a  resident  of  the 
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village  of  Bufialoe,  being  Eolemuly  eworn 
saith,  that  on  the  twenty-second  or  third 
day  of  Decemlier  last,  he,  this  de|ioiienl, 
had  a  conversation,  at  the  house  of  Fre¬ 
derick  Miller  near  Bulfaloc  with  Donald 
Frazer,  a  lieutenant  in  the  regular  aer- 
vice,  who  was  then  acting  as  an  aid  to 
General  M‘Clure — in  which  conversation 
the  said  Frazer  said,  that  if  Buffaloe 
should  be  hiirnc<l,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
inhabitants  would  be  remunerated  by  go¬ 
vernment — that  he  l)elieved  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  country  to  have  it 
burned,  it  would  make  hundreds  of  sol¬ 
diers,  it  would  stimulate  men  to  enlist  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  more  vigour  ; — 
he  said,  if  he  had  a  house  in  BuiTaloe  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  a  hre  brand  in  it  in 
two  minutes.  And  further  said  not. 

NEHEMIAU  SEELEY. 

Sworn  to,  Ac.  I 


NEIt  constitution  of  FRANCE. 

Paris,  June  4. — The  king  with  his  alteiul- 
ants  repaired  this  day  to  the  hall  of  tho  legis¬ 
lative  body.  Salvos  of  artillery  at  half  past 
two  announced  the  arrival  of  his  majesty. 
The  king  addressed  the  assembly  as  follows. 

Gentlemen — When  for  the  first  time  I 
come  within'  these  w'alls,  surrounded  by  the 
grand  bodies  of  state,  the  representatives  of 
a  nation  which  is  prodigal  in  the  afii'rting  de¬ 
monstration  of  its  love  to  me,  I  felicitate  my¬ 
self  in  having  become  the  disposer  of  the  bless¬ 
ing  swtajeh  has  it  pleased  Providence  to  grant 
to  my  people. 

I  have  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Aus¬ 
tria,  Russia,  Englsuid  and  Pnissia,  in  which 
their  allies  are  included,  viz.  the  Princes  ol 
Christendom.  The  war  was  universal :  the 
reconciliatiou  is  equally  so. 

The  rank  which  France  always  ocenpied 
among  nations  is  not  transferred  to  any  other, 
and  it  remains  without  division.  Alt  the  se¬ 
curity  which  the  other  |>owers  have  acquir¬ 
ed  equally  increases  here  ;  and  consequently 
adds  to  her  real  power.  The  failing  to  preserve 
our  conquests  therefore  ought  not  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  a  retrenchment  of  our  real  force.  | 

The  glory  of  the  French  arms  has  received  i 
DO  diminution.  The  monuments  of  their 
valour  still  remain,  and  the  master  pieces  of 
the  arts  belong  to  us  henceforth  by  rights 
more  stable  thau  those  of  victory. 

The  avenues  of  commerce,  so  long  closed, 
shall  be  laid  open.  The  market  of  FratKe 
bhall  be  no  longer  open  solely  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  its  own  soil  and  iudiistry.  Those  of 
which  habit  has  created  a  need,  or. which  arc 
necessary  to  the  arts  which  she  carries  on, 
will  be  furnished  by  the  possessions  which  she 
oow  recovers.  She  will  no  longer  be  compeil- 
ed  to  be  deprived  of  tbein,  or  to  obtain  tbein 


on  niinoiis  r«udition.s.  Our-  niamifacturers 
shall  flourish  again ;  our  maritime  towns  again 
spring  up ;  and  every  thing  premises  us,  that 
a  long  calm  abroad,  and  a  durable  felicity  at 
borne,  will  be  the  happy  fniits  of  the  ]>cacc. 

A  distressing  recollection  always  distiirh> 
•ny  joy-  f  flattered  myself -tlmt  I  w.is  horn 
to  remain  for  life  a  faithful  subject  of  the  best 
of  kings;  and,  1  this  day  occupy  Ins  place  ! 
Blit  he  is  not  wholly  dead.  He  lives  again  in 
that  testament  which  he  destined  for  the  in- 
strnctinn  of  the  angnst  and  unfortunate  child 
whom  I  succeed.  ■  ' 

With  iny  eyes  fixed  on  that  inslnimcnt, 
penetrated  with  the  scntimnnt.s  that  dictated 
it,  guided  by  the  expericuicc  and  assisted  by 
the  counsels  of  iiiany  among  you,  I  hare  digest¬ 
ed  the  constitutional  charter,  wliicli  is  no'v  to 
be  read,  and  which  places  on  solid  bases  the 
prosperity  of  the  state. 

My  chancellor  will  make  known  to  you  more 
in  detail,  iny  patoniHl  intentions.  ' 

[It  would  be  as  ditficult  to  describe  with 
what  pn)foiin<i  eiuntion,  with  what  an  impres¬ 
sion  of  aflection  and  gratitude  the  speech  of 
his  majesty  was  heard,  as  it  would  be  to  give  a 
just  idea  of  the  at  once,  itoltle  and  moving  ex¬ 
pression,  the  paternal  accent,  the  iinprcssivft 
tone,  and  the  contagious  sensibility  with  which 
it  was  pronounced.  Reiterated  acclamation 
of  the  assembly  and  new  cries  of  long  live  the 
king,  arose  from  every  side.  ’ 

I'hcking  ordered  the  chancellor  of  France  to 
make  a  eomiminieatiou  of  the  constitutional 
charter.  Tlie  meeting  then  assumed  a  new 
character.  The  nation  was  aljoiit  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  its  rights  and  duties.  The 
most  profound  silence  reigned  anew. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  KINO.  ‘  , 

Lmiis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  qf  France  and 
Aavarre,  to  all  to  nhom  these  presents  may 
come — Greeting : 

Divine  Providence,  in  recalling  us  to  our ' 
states  after  a  long  absence,  has  imposed  npon 
us  great  obligations.  1‘eace  was  the  first  want 
of  our  subjects ;  to  this  we  have  been  devoted 
without  relaxation  ;  and  this  peace,  as  neces¬ 
sary  to  France  as  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  is  sign¬ 
ed.  A  constitutional  cliartcr  was  solicited  by 
the  existing  administration  of  the  kingdom  ; 
we  have  promised  one,  and  we  now  publish  it.  _ 
Wfi  have  ronsidcred  that  although  in  France 
all  authority  resides  in  the  king,  our  predeces¬ 
sors  have  not  hesitated  to  modify  the  exercise 
of  it,  according  to  tiie  variations  of  the  times. 
Thus  the  people  owe  their  atfranchi.scment  to 
Louis  the  Fat,  the  confirinatioii  and  extension 
of  their  rights  to  St.  Louis  and  Philip  the 
Handsome ;  the  order  of  the  judiciary  was 
established  and  developed  by  liOuis  XL  Henry 
tl.  and  Charles  IX  ;  and  in  fine,  Iionis  XVI. 
regulated  almost  every  part  of  the  public  ad¬ 
ministration  by  diiicreut  decrees,  the  wisdom 
of  which  nothing  has  siirpas.sed. 

We  owe  it  to  the  example  of  the  kings,  our 


THE  EXAMINER. 


197 


l>re<lcce».iors.  to  appreciate  the  effects  of  the 
•Iwajs  acceleratin'  advancement  of  know¬ 
ledge,  ot'the  new  relatums  which  this  advance¬ 
ment  has  introduced  into  society,  nl'  tlie  direc¬ 
tion  fiven  to  the  mind  within  half  a  century, 
and  the  important  alterations  which  have  re¬ 
sulted  from  it ;  we  have  considered  that  the 
desire  ol'our  siil^cts  tor  a  constitutional  char¬ 
ter  was  the  expression  of  a  real  want ;  but  in 
yielding  to  this  desire,  we  have  taken  every 
precaution  that  this  charter  should  be  worthy 
•r  us  and  of  the  people  whom  we  are  proud  to 
command ;  wise  men,  selected  from  the  first 
bodies  in  the  state,  have  been  united  with  the 
eenmissioners  of  our  council,  to  labour  u|K>n 
this  important  work. 

It  the  same  time  that  wc  acknowledge  that 
a  tree  and  monarchical  constitution  ought 
to  satisfy  the  expectation  of  enlightened  Eu¬ 
rope,  we  ought  to  remember  that  our  first  du¬ 
ty  towards  our  people  is  to  preserve,  fur  their 
own  interest,  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of 
our  crown.  We  have  iiopod,  that,  instructed 
by  experience,  it  will  be  acknowledged  that 
sopreinc  authority  alone  can  give  to  the  insti¬ 
tutions  which  it  establishes,  the  power,  per¬ 
manence  and  majesty  with  which  it  is  itself 
clothed ;  that  when  the  wisdom  of  kings 
I  yields  freely  to  the  will  of  the  people,  a  ron- 
ttitulional  diarter  may  be  of  long  duration ; 
but  when  violence  wrests  concessions  from  tbn 
weakness  of  goverument,  ^uiblic  liberty  is  not 
Ics  iu  danger  than  the  throne  itself.  We 
bare  in  fiue  sought  for  the  principles  of  the 
constitutional  charter  in  the  P'rcnch  charac¬ 
ter  and  iu  the  vcneraldc  monuments  of  past 
ares.  Thus  we  have  seen  in  tlic  renewal  of 
the  peerage,  an  institution  truly  national,  and 
oaewhich  ought  to  bind  together  all  rccollcc- 
tlouauJ  all  hopes,  iu  uniting  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dem  times. 

W’e  liave  substituted  the  house  of  deputies 
fur  those  ancient  assemblies  of  the  Champ  At 
Mars  and  de  Mai,  and  those  chambers  of  the 
iknt  $taU$,  which  have  so  often  given,  in  sud¬ 
den  emergencies,  proofs  of  zeal  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  people,  and  fidelity  and  respect  for 
the  authority  of  kings.  In  endeavouring  thus 
to  renew  the  chain  of  times  which  fatal  errors 
had  broken,  we  have  cflaced  from  our  recollec¬ 
tion,  as  we  wish  it  were  possible  to  efface  them 
tram  history,  all  the  calamities  which  have 
aSiirted  our  country  dui'ing  our  ab.sence.  Hap¬ 
py  to  find  ourselves  in  the  bosom  of  the  great 
family,  we  kuow  not  how  to  respond  to  the 
love  of  which  we  rceeivc  so  many  testimonials, 
hot  by  prooouucing  the  words  of  peace  and 
consolatiujp.  The  wish  nearest  our  lieai',,  is 
that  all  Frenchmen  may  live  as  brothers,  and 
that  00  bitter  recollection  may  ever  disturb 
the  security  which  ougiit  to  result  from  the 
soleian  act  which  we  this  day  grant  to  them. 

Sure  of  our  intentions  and  fortified  by  our 
conscieuce,  we  engage  before  the  assembly 
that  now  listens  to  us,  to  be  faithful  to  this 
ttnstitutioaal  charter;  with  the  proviso  of 


swearing  to  support  it,  with  new  solemnity* 
before  the  altars  of  Him  who  weighs  in  tte 
saide  balance  kings  and  nations. 

For  these  reasons  wc  have  voluntarily,  and 
ill  the  free  exercise  of  our  royal  authority* 
grantc<I,  and  do  grant,  make  concession  and 
release  to  our  subjects,  as  well  for  ourselves  , 
as  for  our  successors,  the  constitutional  char« 
ter  which  follows : — 

Pitblic  Riahts  of  the  French  people. 

Art.  1.  The  French  people  are  equal  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  wliatever  otherwise  are  their 
titles  and  ranks. 

2.  They  contribute  without  distinction,  in 
proportion  to  their  fortune,  to  the  expenses  of 
tbc  state. 

3.  They  are  all  equally  admissible  to  civil 
and  military  cinployiiicnts. 

4.  Their  individual  lilierty  is  equally  gnar" 
anteed  :  no  person  can  be  prosecuted  or  ar¬ 
rested,  but  in  cases  provided  by  the  law,  and 
in  the  forms  which  tliat  prescribes. 

5.  Every  one  professes  his  religion  with 
equal  liberty,  and  enjoys  the  same  protection 
in  his  worsliip. 

0.  In  the  mean  time  the  catholic  apostolic, 
and  lloinish  religion  is  the  religion  of  tlie 
state. 

7.  The  ministers  of  the  catholic  apostolic 
and  romish  religion,  and  those  of  other  modes 
of  Christian  worship,  receive  support  from  the 
royal  treasury  alone. 

8.  The  French  people  have  the  right  to  piib- 
lish  and  print  their  opinions,  in  conformity  to 
tlie  laws  which  ought  to  repress  tlie  abuse  of 
this  liberty. 

9.  All  property  is  inviolable,  without  any 
exception  of  that  which  is  called  national,  the 
law  making  no  distinction. 

10.  The  state  can  demand  the  sacrifice  of 
individual  property  for  the  public  benifit  legal¬ 
ly  provided ;  bat  with  a  previous  indemnity, 

11.  All  inquiries  into  the  opinions  or  votes 
given,  up  to  the  time  of  the  restoration,  arc 
forbidden.  The  same  oblivion  is  enjoined  oa 
tribunals  and  on  citizens. 

12  The  conscription  is  abolished.  The 
mode  of  reenuting  for  land  and  sea  service  is 
determined  by  law. 

Form  of  the  king's  government. 

13.  The  person  of  the  king  is  inviolable  and 
sacred.  His  ministers  are  responsible.  To 
the  king  alone  belongs  the  executive  power. 

14.  The  king  is  supreme  chief  of  the 
state,  eommaiids  the  forces  by  land  and  sea,  de¬ 
clares  war,  makes  treaties  of  peace,  alliance 
and  cbmmrrce,  appoints  to  all  employmeots  of 
public  administration,  and  makes  the  regale- 
tiotis  and  decrees  for  the  execution  of  the  laws 
and  the  safety  of  the  state. 

15.  The  legislative  power  is  exercised ‘eoi- 
lectively  by  the  king,  the  bouse  of  peers,  and 
the  house  of  deputies  of  departments. 

16.  The  king  proposes  the  law. 

17.  The  proposition  of  a  law  is  carried,  at 
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The  Home  1/ the  Depuliet  (if  Deparlmet^. 

35.  Th«  house  of  deouties  shall  be  coinpo* 
sed  of  deputies  elected  by  the  electoral  cdl^ 
leges,  the  organizatioo  of  which  shall  be  ^ter* 
mined  by  law. 

36.  Etu;b  department  shall  have  the  saan 
number  of  deputies  tliat  it  has  at  present. 

37.  The  deputies  shall  be  elected  for  ( 
years  and  in  such  manner  that  the  hoaie 
shall  be  renewed  for  one  hith  part  every  yew. 

36.  No  deputy  can  be  admitted  into  tk 
house  unless  he  pays  a  direct  oontributioo  of 
1000  francs. 

39.  If,  however,  their  are  not  found  in  the 
department  SO  persons  of  the  age  mentionsi 
paying  at  least  1000  francs  of  direct  contritah 
tion,  their  number  shall  be  computed  .1^ 
those  who  are  highest  taxed  below  loix)  franei, 
and  these  cannot  be  elected  concurrently  wiik 
the  first. 

40.  The  electors  who  concur  in  the  nomini- 
tioQ  of  deputies,  cannot  have  the  right  tf 
suffrage  unless  they  pay  a  direct  cr-ntribs- 
tion  of 300  francs,  or  if  they  are  under  30  yein 
of  age. 

41.  The  presidents  of  the  electorial  cellegu 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  king  and  of  ri^ 
members  of  the  college. 

42.  A  half,  at  least,  of  the  deputies  shall  be 
chosen  among  candidates  who  have  their  po¬ 
litical  domicil  within  the  department. 

43.  The  president  of  the  house  of  deputiu 
is  appointed  by  the  king  from  a  list  of  fire 
members  presented  by  the  bouse. 

44.  The  sittings  of  the  house  are  public; 
but  the  request  of  five  members  is  sufficient  to 
require  them  to  sit  in  secret  committee. 

45.  The  house  resolves  itself  into  a  board 
to  discuss  projects  which  have  been  presented 
to  it  by  the  king.  _ 

46.  No  amendment  can  be  made  to  a  lav, 
unless  it  is  proposed  iu  committee  by  tbe 
king,  and  unless  it  has  been  sent  and  discussed 
at  the  boards. 

47.  Tbe  house  of  deputies  receives  all  pro¬ 
positions  for  imposts,  and  it  is  not  till  aifler 
these  propositions  have  been  acceded  to,  that 
they  can  be  carried  to  the  house  of  [Jeers. 

48.  No  impost  can  be  established  or  levied 
that  has  not  been  consented  to  by  the  two 
houses,  and  sanctioned  by  the  king. 

49.  A  land  tax  can  be  consented  to  for  but 
one  year.  Indirect  taxes  may  be  for  maoj 
years. 

50.  The  king  convenes  the  two  houses  every 
year.  He  prorogues  them,  and  may  dissolr* 
that  of  the  deputies  of  the  departments,  but 
in  Giat  case  he  must  convoke  a  new  one  in  the 
course  of  three  months. 

51.  No  constraint  upon  the  body  of  ^ 
member  of  the  hotise,  can  be  exercised  doriui 
the  session,  or  within  six  weeks  which  pre¬ 
cede  or  follow  it. 

52.  No  member  of  the  house  can,  durlM 
the  continuance  of  the  session,  be  prosecuted  , 
or  arrested  in  a  criminal  matter,  except  i< ; 


the  will  of  the  king,  to  the  house  of  peers  or  I 
to  that  of  deputies,  except  laws  for  raising  re¬ 
venue,  which  must  be  first  addressed  to  the 
bouse  of  deputies. 

18.  Every  law  must  be  freely  discussed  and 
voted  for  by  a  majority  of  each  of  tbe  two 
bouses. 

19.  Tbe  houses  have  the  right  to  supplicate 
the  king  to  propose  a  law  upon  any  subject,  and 
to  point  out  what  it  appears  to  them  proper 
the  laws  should  contain. 

20.  This  request  may  be  made  by  each  of 
the  two  houses,  but  alter  having  been  discuss¬ 
ed  in  secret  committee,  it  shall  not  be  sent 
to  the  other  bouse  by  that  which  proposed  it, 
until  after  a  delay  of  ten  days. 

21.  If  the  proposition  is  adopted  by  tbe 
other  bouse  it  shall  be  submitted  to  the  eyes 
of  the  king ;  if  he  rejects  it,  shail  not  be  again 
brought  forward  the  same  session. 

22.  The  king  alone  sanctions  and  promul¬ 
gates  the  laws. 

23.  The  civil  list  is  fixed  for  the  whole  diira- 
tio«i  of  the  reign  by  the  first  legislature  assem¬ 
bled  alter  the  accession  of  the  king. 

The  Haute  nf  Petrs. 

24.  nnic  house  of  peers  is  an  essential  part 
of  tbe  legislative  power. 

25.  It  is  convoked  by  the  king,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  house  of  deputies  of  depart¬ 
ments. 

26.  Every  assembly  of  the  house  of  peers 
which  sliall  be  holden  out  of  the  time  of  the 
session  of  the  house  of  deputies,  or  which  shall 
not  be  convened  by  decree  of  the  king,  is  un¬ 
lawful  and  entirely  null. 

27.  The  nomination  of  peers  of  France  be¬ 
longs  to  the  king.  Their  number  is  unlimit¬ 
ed.  He  may  vary  their  dignities,  name  them 
for  life  or  make  them  hereditary  according  to 
his  pleasure. 

26.  The  peers  have  admittance  into  the  house 
at  25  years  of  age,  but  have  nut  a  deliberative 
voice  until  30. 

29.  Tlie  chancellor  of  France  presides  in  the 
house  of  peers,  and  in  his  absence  a  peer  named 
by  the  king. 

30.  The  members  of  the  royal  family  and 


the  princes  of  the  blood  are  peers  by  right  of 
birth.  They  take  their  seats  immediately 
alter  the  president ;  but  have  no  deliberative 
voire  until  they  are  25  years  of  age. 

31.  The  princes  cannot  take  their  seat  in 
the  bouse,  but  on  the  order  of  the  king,  ex¬ 
pressed  at  each  session  by  a  message,  on  pen¬ 
alty  nf  rendering  void  every  thing  that  shall 
bo  done  in  their  presence. 

32.  All  deliberation  of  the  house  of  peers 
are  secret. 

33.  Tbe  house  of  peers  takes  cognivance  of 

tl)c  crimes  of  high  treason,  and  attempts 
against  the  safety  of  the  state,  which  are  dc- 1 
fined  by  law.  j 

34.  No  peer  can  be  arrested  but  by  autho¬ 
rity  of  Uic  house,  and  judged  by  it  in  criminal 
matters. 


THE  EXAMINER. 
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t«M!  of  a  flagrant  oflenite,  and  after  the  house  | 
la''  permitt^  the  prosecution. 

53.  No  petition  to  either  of  the  houses  can 
he  made  and  presented  except  in  writing. 
The  law  forbids  presenting  them  in  person 
and  at  the  bar. 

Ministers. 

54.  The  ministers  may  be  members  of  the 
hense  of  peers,  or  of  the  house  of  deputies. 
They  have  besides  admission  into  either  bouse, 
uh)  are  to  be  heard  whenever  they  demand  it. 

5').  The  house  of  deputies  has  the  right  of 
■censing  the  ministers,  and  of  arraigning  them 
helbre  the  house  of  peers,  which  alone  has  the 
power  of  trying  them. 

56.  They  cau  be  prosecuted  only  for  trea- 
lon  or  extortion,  l^rticular  laws  shall  define 
tlfis  species  of  crimes,  and  determine  the 
node  of  prosecuting  it. 

The  Judiciary  Department. 

57.  All  justice  emanates  from  the  king.  It 
h  administered  in  his  name,  by  judges  whom 
be  appoints  and  establishes. 

58.  The  judges,  appointed  by  the  king,  are 
irrcmoveable. 

59.  The  courts  and  ordinary  tribunals,  ac¬ 
tually  existing,  are  pre'^erved.  Nothing  will 
be  changed  relative  to  them,  but  by  virtue  of 


kind  of  engagement,  made  by  the  state  with 
its  creditors,  is  intiolable.' 

71.  The  ancient  nobility  resume  their  ti¬ 
tles  :  the  new  preserve  theirs.  -The  king 
creates  nobles  at  will.  But  be  can  only  grant 
them  rank  and  honour,  without  any  exemption 
from  the  duties  of  society. 

72.  The  legion  ofhonour  Is  preserved.  The 
king  will  determine  the  interior  regulations, 
and  the  decoration  of  it. 

73.  The  colonies  shall  be  governed  by  par- 
ticuJar  laws  and  regulations. 

74.  The  King,  and  bis  successors,  shall 
swear  with  the  solemnities  of  their  oath,  to 
observe  faithfully  this  constitutional  chartw. 

MisceUanems  articles. 

75.  The  deputies  of  the  department  of 
France,  who  sat  in  the  legislative  body  during 
the  last  adjourned  session,  shall  continue  to 
sit  in  the  house  of  deputies  until  they  are 
superseded. 

76.  The  first  renewal  of  a  fifth  part  of  the 
house  of  deputies  shall  take  place  some  time 
in  the  year  1816,  according  to  the  order  es¬ 
tablish^  in  the  series. 

W  e  order,  that  the  present  constitutional 
charter,  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the 
senate  and  legislative  body,  conformably  to 
our  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  May,  shall  be 
sent  immediately  to  the  house  of  peers,  and 
that  of  deputies. 

Given  at  Paris  in  the  year  ofotir  Lord, 

'  1814,  and  of  our  reign  the  191h. 

(Signed)  LOUIS- 

TA«  Abbe  Montesquieu. 
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AN  ODE 

To  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  by  Lord  Byron. 
’Tis  done — but  yestci-day  a  king ! 

And  arm’d  with  kings  to  strive— 

And  now  thou  art  a  nameless  thing, 

So  abject — yet  alive ! 

Is  this  the  man  of  thousand  thrones. 

Who  strew’d  our  earth  with  hostile  bones,- 
And  can  he  thus  survive? 

Since  he,  miscall’d  the  Morning  !5tar. 

Nor  man,  nor  liend,  hath  fallen  so  far. 

2. 

Ill-minded  man !  why  scourge  thy  kind, 
Who  bow’d  so  low  t!ie  knefe  ? 

By  gazing  on  thyself  grown  blind. 

Thou  taiight’st  the  rest  to  see. 

With  might  unquestion’d— pow’r  to  save-;- 
Thiue  only  gift  hath  been  the  grave 
To  those  who  worshipp’d  thee ; 

Nor  till  thy  fall,  could  mortals  guess. 
Ambition’s  less  than  littleness ! 

.S.  ' 

Thanks  for  that  lesson — it  will  teach 
To  after  warriors  more 
Than  high  philosophy  can  preach, 

And  vainly  preach’d  before  ; 

That  spell  upon  the  minds  of  mon^ 

Breaks,  (never  to  unite  again,) 

That  led  them  to  adore 
Tho'^e  Pagod  things  of  sabre-sway, 

With  fronts  of  bra«<i,  and  feet  of  riar.  '  * 
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THE  EXAMINEE. 


i 

The  triumph,  tnd  the  writjr. 

The  rapture  of  the  strife  ;* 

The  earthquake  roice  of  rictoiy, 

To  thM  the  breath  of  life ; 

The  sword,  the  sceptre,  and  that  sway 
Which  men  seem’d  made  but  to  obey, 
Wherewith  renown  was  life— 

All  quell’d— Dark  spirit !  what  mutt  bo 
The  madness  of  thy  memory ! 

The  Desolator  desolate ! 

The  victor  overthrown ! 

The  Arbiter  of  others’  fate 
A  Suppliant  for  his  own ! 

Is  it  some  yet  imperial  hope 
That  with  such  coange  can  calmly  cope  t 
Or  dread  of  death  alone? 

To  die  a  prince— or  live  a  slave— 

Thy  choice  it  most  ignobly  brave ! 


He  who  of  old  would  rend  the  oak 
Dreamed  not  of  the  rebound ; 
Chained  by  the  trunk  he  vainly  broke 
Alone — how  looked  he  round  ? 
Thou  in  the  sternness  of  thy  strength 
An  euuai  deed  hast  done  at  lengUi 
And  darker  fate  hast  found : 

•He  fell,  the  forest-pro-.rler’s  prey ; 

But  thou  must  eat  thy  heart  away ! 


The  Roman,  when  his  burning  heart 
Was  slaked  with  blood  o?  Rome, 
Threw  down  the  dagger— dared  depart, 
In  savage  grandeur  home. — 

He  dared  depart,  in  utter  scorn 
Of  men  that  nich  a  yoke  had  borne. 
Yet  left  him  such  a  doom !  * 

His  only  glorv  was  that  hour 
Of  self-upheld  abandon’d  power. 


The  Spaniard,  when  the  lust  of  sway 
Had  lost  its  quickening  spell. 
Cast  crowns  for  rosaries  away. 

An  Empire  for  a  cell. 

A  strict  accountant  of  his  beads, 

A  subtle  disputant  in  creeds. 

His  dot^e  trifled  well : 

Yet  better  had  he  neither  known 
A  bigot’s  shrine  nor  despot’s  throne. 


But  thou— from  thy  reluctant  hand 
The  thunderbolt  is  wrung — 

Too  late  thou  hearist  the  high  command 
To  which  thy  weakness  clung ; 

All  Evil  Spirit  as  thou  art. 

It  is  enough  to  grieve  the  heart. 

To  see  thine  own  unstrung  ; 

To  think  that  God’s  fair  worid  Mth  been 
The  footstool  of  a  thing  so  mean. 

10. 


The  Earth  hath  spilt  her  blood  for  him 
Who  thus  can  hoard  his  own ! 

And  Monarchs  bowed  the  trembling  limb, 
And  thanked  him  for  a  throne ! 

Fair  Freedom !  we  may  hold  thee  dear. 
When  thus  thy  mightiest  foes  their  fear 
Iiv  humbl^  guise  have  shown. 

Oh !  ne’er  may  tyrant  leave  behind 
A  bri^ter  name  to  hire  maokind. 


11. 

Thine  evil  deeds  are  writ  iu  gorC, 

Hot  written  thus  in  vain — 

Thy  triumphs  tell  of  fame  no  more. 

Or  deepen  every  stain. — 

If  thon  hadst  died  as'honour  dies. 

Some  new  Napoleon  might  arise. 

To  shame  the  world  amn.  _ 

But  who  would  soar  the  solar  height, 

To  set  in  such  a  starless  night? 

1*. 

Weighed  in  the  balance,  hero  dust 
Is  vile  as  vulnr  clay ;  _ 

Thy  scales,  mortality  ’  are  just 
To  all  that  pass  away ; 

But  yet  methought  the  living  great 
Some  higher  sparks  should  animate. 

To  dazzle  and  dismay ; 

Nor  deeniM  Contempt  could  thus  make  mirth 
Of  these  the  conquerors  of  the  earth. 

13. 

And  she,  proud  Austria’s  mournful  flower, 
I'hy  still  imperial  bride ; 

How  bears  her  breast  the  torturing  hour  ? 

Still  clings  she  to  thy  side  ? 

Must  she  too  bend,  must  she  too  share 
Thy  late  repentance,  long  despair. 

Thou  tlironelcss  Homicide  ? 

If  still  she  loves  thee,  hoard  that  gem, 

Tis  worth  tliy  vanished  diadem ! 

14. 

Then  haste  thee  to  thy  sullen  Isle, 

And  gaze  upon  the  sea ; 

That  element  may  meet  thy  smile. 

It  ne’er  was  rul’d  by  thee ! 

Or  trace  with  thine  all  idle  hand 
In  loitering  mood  upon  the  sand 

That  Earth  is  now  as  free !  ‘ 

That  Corinth’s  pedagogue  hath  now 
Transferred  his  by-word  to  thy  brow. 

16 

Thou  Timour !  in  his  captive’s  cage 
What  thoughts  will  there  be  thine. 
While  brooding  in  thy  prisoned  rage? 

But  one — “  The  world  was  mine,’^ 
Unless,  like  he  of  Babylon,' 

All  sense  is  with  thy  sceptre  gone, 

Life  will  not  long  confine 
That  spirit  poured  so  widely  forth— 

So  long  obeyed— so  little  worth  ! 

17. 

Or  like  the  thief  of  fire  from  heaven 
Wilt  thou  withstand  the  shock? 

And  share  with  him,  the  unforgiven. 

His  vulture  and  his  rock ! 

Foredoomed  by  God— by  man  accurst. 

And  that  last  act,  though  not  thy  worst 
The  very  fiend’s  arch  mock  It 
He  in  his  fall  preserved  his  pride. 

And  if  a  mortal,  had  as  proudly  died ! 


*  Certaminit  gavdia — the  expression  of  Attilt, 
in  bis  harrangue  to  his  am^,  previous  to  the  bat-- 
tie  of  Chalons ;  given  in  CMiodorus. 

t  “  The  fiend’s  arch  mock. 

To  lip  t  wantOBi  ond  suppose  her  chaste.” 

Shaktptart- 


